
14975Federal Register / Vol. 66, No. 50 / Wednesday, March 14, 2001 / Notices

arranged clearance list. In order to be
placed on this list, please provide your
name, title, company or other affiliation
if appropriate, social security number,
date of birth, and citizenship to the
ACIEP Executive Secretariat by: phone
at (202) 647–1826; fax (202) 647–5936
(Attention: Deborah Grout); or email
(groutdz@state.gov) by Friday, March
23, 2001. On the date of the meeting,
persons who have registered should
come to the 23rd Street entrance. One of
the following valid means of
identification will be required for
admittance: A U.S. driver’s license with
photo, a passport, or a U.S. Government
ID.

For further information, contact
Deborah Grout, ACIEP Secretariat, U.S.
Department of State, Bureau of
Economic and Business Affairs, Room
3526, Main State, Washington, DC
20520.

Dated: March 9, 2001.
Carol E. Thompson,
Executive Secretary, Advisory Committee on
International Economic Policy, U.S.
Department of State.
[FR Doc. 01–6459 Filed 3–12–01; 2:45 pm]
BILLING CODE 4710–07–P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

[Public Notice No. 3587]

Proposed Convention Sponsored by
Unidroit on International Equipment
Finance and Draft Protocol on Space
Equipment; Meeting Notice

Action: The Space Finance Study
Group of the State Department’s
Advisory Committee on Private
International Law will meet in
Washington, D.C. on Thursday, March
29 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The
Study Group will review and comment
on a draft protocol on space equipment
which would amend provisions of a
proposed UNIDROIT convention on
international secured financing for high-
value mobile equipment, with a
particular focus on the space equipment
industry and implications for the
provision of space-based services.

Agenda: The meeting will cover the
status and purposes of the proposed
(UNIDROIT) Convention on
international interests in mobile
equipment; the application of asset-
based financing to space equipment; the
revised draft protocol on space
equipment; the revised draft protocol on
aircraft; the upcoming meeting on the
space protocol and the relationship to
the outer space treaty system at the
Legal Subcommittee of the United
Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses

of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS); and
related developments in the space
industry.

The intersection with the Uniform
Commercial Code in the United States
and secured finance laws in other
countries will be considered, as well as
related developments on international
secured financing at UNCITRAL (the
United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law) and the OAS
(Organization of American States).

The relationship between the
proposed Space Equipment Protocol
and the outer space treaty system will
be reviewed, with particular attention to
provisions on control and liability. In
addition, options for establishment of an
international computer-based registry of
financial interests as contemplated by
the new treaty system, and its
relationship, if any, to the existing
registration of space objects at
UNCOPUOS, will be examined.

Background: The United States is a
member of UNIDROIT (The
International Institute for the
Unification of Private Law) and has
been an active participant in
negotiations on a proposed multilateral
convention (UNIDROIT Convention) to
provide for the creation and
enforceability of international secured
finance interests in mobile equipment,
specifically including at this stage
aircraft, to be followed by space and
satellite equipment, and railway rolling
stock. A Space Working Group (SWG)
authorized by UNIDROIT has prepared
the current draft protocol on provisions
specific to space equipment financing.
Completion of the basic Convention and
Aircraft Protocol is expected by the fall
of 2001. Completion of protocols on
space and rail equipment is expected to
follow. The proposed Convention and
equipment specific protocols can
enhance the development of equipment
industries, as well as the capacity of
many countries to finance such
equipment and related services, through
private sector capital markets.

Key features of the draft Convention
include the creation of internationally
enforceable financing interests;
establishment of an international
computer-based registry system for
notice and priority of finance interests;
and optional provisions on key issues
such as certain expedited remedies,
insolvency, etc. The convention and
space protocol would not amend any
provisions of the space treaty system,
nor affect the existing object registry
functions of UNCOPUOS.

Attendance: The meeting will be held
at the International Law Institute (ILI) in
Washington, DC, 1615 New Hampshire
Avenue, NW., at 10:00 a.m. Thursday,

March 29. The meeting is open to the
public, subject to rulings of the Chair.
Persons wishing to attend should
contact Kenneth Hodgkins, Office of
Space and Advanced Technology (OES/
SAT), 202–663–2398, fax 663–2404,
email k.hodgkins@state.gov, or Hal
Burman, Office of Legal Adviser (L/PIL),
at 202–776–8421, fax 776–8482, email
pildb@his.com.

Documents: A revised draft space
protocol, prepared by the UNIDROIT
Space Working Group, a joint report by
the Secretariats of UNCOPUOS and
UNIDROIT, and the basic convention
draft are available in UNCOPUOS Doc.
AC.105/C.2/L.225, dated Jan.22, 2001.
The basic convention and documents
related to aircraft finance are available
at www.UNIDROIT.org. Commentators
can also obtain copies from the Office of
Legal Adviser by contacting Rosie
Gonzales at 202–776–8420, fax 776–
8482, or by email at pildb@his.com.
Persons unable to attend the meeting
can provide comments at any of the
above contact points.

Harold S. Burman,
Executive Director, Secretary of State’s
Advisory Committee on Private International
Law, United States Department of State.
[FR Doc. 01–6460 Filed 3–12–01; 2:45 pm]
BILLING CODE 4710–08–P

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

Environmental Impact Statement for
Addition of Electric Generation
Baseload Capacity in Tennessee

AGENCY: Tennessee Valley Authority.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) will prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS)
for the proposed construction and
operation of a natural gas-fired
generating plant in Tennessee. The
plant would supply intermediate or
baseload capacity to the TVA electric
generation system to meet growing
power demands. The EIS will evaluate
the potential environmental impacts of
constructing and operating a combined
cycle combustion turbine plant. TVA is
considering sites near its 500 kV
Franklin substation, including at least
one site on the U.S. Air Force’s Arnold
Engineering Development Center, near
Tullahoma, Tennessee. TVA will use
the EIS process to obtain public
involvement on this proposal. Public
comment is invited concerning both the
scope of the EIS and environmental
issues that should be addressed as a part
of this EIS.
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DATES: Comments on the scope and
environmental issues for the EIS must
be postmarked or e-mailed no later than
April 16, 2001, to ensure consideration.
Late comments will receive every
consideration possible.
ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to Bruce L. Yeager, Senior
Specialist, National Environmental
Policy Act, Tennessee Valley Authority,
mail stop WT 8C, 400 West Summit Hill
Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902–
1499. Comments may be e-mailed to
blyeager@tva.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Roy
V. Carter, P.E., EIS Project Manager,
Environmental Research Center,
Tennessee Valley Authority, mail stop
CEB 4C, Muscle Shoals, Alabama
35662–1010. E-mail may be sent to
rvcarter@tva.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Project Description
TVA proposes to construct and

operate an electric power plant as early
as June 2003. The proposed plant would
be a combined cycle natural gas-fired
combustion turbine plant for baseload
or intermediate operation. Low sulfur
fuel oil could be used as a backup fuel,
depending on fuel pricing and
availability. The generation capacity of
a plant would be typically 510 megawatt
(MW). Candidate sites were identified
through a detailed screening process
that considered: (1) TVA’s transmission
system capacity at the locale; (2) reliable
and economical long-term supply of
natural gas; (3) engineering suitability of
the site; (4) compatibility with
surrounding land use; and (5)
environmental factors including
wetlands, floodplains, water supply,
water quality, air quality, and historic
and archaeological resources.

A plant could consist of two
combustion turbines such as the General
Electric Model GE 7FA with a rated net
power output of 170 MW each. Two
heat recovery steam generators (HRSG)
would be used to generate steam from
the turbine exhaust gas waste heat. The
HRSGs may also have direct firing of
natural gas to supplement the exhaust
heat content. The resulting steam flow
is then passed through a steam turbine
which operates a generator to produce
an additional 170 MW.

The proposed sites would be located
near both TVA power transmission lines
(161 kilovolt (kV) or 500 kV) and
adequate natural gas service to
minimize the lengths, and therefore
cost, of these interconnections.
Additional ancillary equipment beyond
that required for a peaking plant would
include cooling towers that supply

cooling water for steam condensers.
These cooling towers require a source of
water to make up for both evaporative
losses and the blowdown necessary to
maintain water quality in the cooling
tower. As a result, there would be an
intake pumping station constructed in a
large stream to supply the water. In the
case of AEDC sites, the water supply
source is anticipated to be the Woods
Reservoir. A water pipeline would be
constructed to connect the water supply
with the plant. The cooling tower
blowdown is a heated wastewater with
a high dissolved solids content
requiring treatment and/or disposal.
Typical practice would be to construct
a pipeline to a receiving stream having
the capacity to assimilate the
wastewater. An alternative would be to
treat the blowdown on-site and recycle
the water as cooling tower makeup
water. This option would require
construction of an onsite treatment
facility and disposal of resulting sludge.
Additionally, a water treatment facility
would be required to supply
demineralized water for various plant
uses.

A short natural gas pipeline lateral
would be needed to connect the sites
with gas supplies and 20 or so miles of
existing high pressure gas line upstream
of the tap point would be upgraded.

TVA’s Integrated Resource Plan and the
Need for Power

This EIS will tier from TVA’s Energy
Vision 2020: An Integrated Resource
Plan and Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement.
Energy Vision 2020 was completed in
December 1995 and a Record of
Decision issued on February 28, 1996
(61 FR 7572). Energy Vision 2020
analyzed a full range of supply-side and
demand-side options to meet customer
energy needs for the period 1995 to
2020. These options were ranked using
several criteria including environmental
performance. Favorable options were
formulated into strategies. A group of
options drawn from several effective
strategies was chosen as TVA’s
preferred alternative. The supply-side
options selected to meet peaking and
baseload capacity needs through the
2005 period included: (1) Addition of
simple cycle or combined cycle
combustion turbines to TVA’s
generation system, (2) purchase of call
options for peaking or baseload
capacity, and (3) market purchases of
peaking or baseload capacity. The short-
term action plan of Energy Vision 2020
identified a need for 3,000 MW of
baseload and peaking additions through
the year 2002. This is in addition to the
baseload capacity additions of the

successful completion of Watts Bar
Nuclear Plant Unit 1 and the return to
service of Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
Unit 3.

Each year TVA provides updated
projections of supply and demand for
the TVA sub-region of the Southeastern
Electric Reliability Council (SERC) for
the U.S. Department of Energy’s annual
report EIA–411. The 1999 report shows
expected baseload demands growing at
2.2 percent from 1999 to 2003 and
beyond. The net capacity resources
needed to meet the growth in demand
increases 2,000 megawatts by year 2001,
and 3,400 megawatts by year 2003. (See
line item 13 on Table—Item 2.1
Projected Capacity and Demand—
Summer of the EIA–411 report.) The
addition of the combustion turbines is
needed by TVA to meet projected
regional power demand for baseload
capacity.

Since 1995 additional power needs
have been met or will be met in the
following ways: (1) Continuing
modernization of existing TVA
hydroelectric plants (both conventional
and pumped storage) will add
approximately 388 MW of peaking
capacity through 2002; (2) the Red Hills
Power Project, a 440 MW lignite coal
fired plant will begin commercial
baseload operation in 2001 (TVA Record
of Decision, 63 FR 44944); (3) 680 MW
of simple cycle combustion turbines
were constructed at the TVA
Johnsonville and Gallatin Fossil Plants
and began operation during June and
July 2000 (TVA Record of Decision, 64
FR 38932); (4) 680 MW of simple cycle
combustion turbines are under
construction at the Lagoon Creek
Combustion Turbine Plant site in
Haywood County, Tennessee, with
commercial operation as early as June
2001 (TVA Record of Decision, 65 FR
30469); (5) 340 MW of simple cycle
combustion turbines are planned for a
site near DeKalb in Kemper County,
Mississippi, with commercial operation
expected by June or July 2002 (Notice
for Draft EIS, 65 FR 78484, Record of
Decision expected in May 2001); (6)
various power purchase agreements in
effect over this period; (7) demand side
customer service programs continue to
be implemented through TVA power
distributors with an estimated 154 MW
of capacity added from 1995 through
1999 and an additional 264 MW from
2000 through 2002; (8) operation of the
14 MW emergency diesel generators at
the unfinished Bellefonte Nuclear
Power Plant site; and (9) a Green Power
Program that would begin in 2000 as a
market test with several MW of
capacity. Technologies for this program
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may include landfill gas, photovoltaics,
and wind.

Because Energy Vision 2020 identified
and evaluated alternative supply-side
and demand-side energy resources and
technologies for meeting peak and
baseload capacity needs, this EIS will
not reevaluate those alternatives. This
EIS will focus on the site-specific
impacts of constructing and operating
combustion turbine combined cycle
plants at candidate sites.

Proposed Issues To Be Addressed
The EIS will describe the existing

environmental and socioeconomic
resources at and in the vicinity of each
candidate site that would be affected by
construction and operation of a power
plant. TVA’s evaluation of
environmental impacts to these
resources will include, but not
necessarily be limited to the potential
impacts on air quality, water quality,
aquatic and terrestrial ecology,
endangered and threatened species,
wetlands, aesthetics and visual
resources, noise, land use, historic and
archaeological resources, and
socioeconomic resources.

Alternatives
The results of evaluating the potential

environmental impacts and other
important issues identified in the
scoping process, as well as, engineering
and economic considerations will be
used by TVA in selecting a preferred
alternative. At this time, the range of
alternatives TVA is considering for
detailed evaluation include no action
and construction and operation of a
combined cycle baseload plant at one of
the candidate sites.

Scoping Process
Scoping, which is integral to the

NEPA process, is a procedure that
solicits public input to the EIS process
to ensure that: (1) Issues are identified
early and properly studied; (2) issues of
little significance do not consume
substantial time and effort; (3) the draft
EIS is thorough and balanced; and (4)
delays caused by an inadequate EIS are
avoided. TVA’s NEPA procedures
require that the scoping process
commence soon after a decision has
been reached to prepare an EIS in order
to provide an early and open process for
determining the scope and for
identifying the significant issues related
to a proposed action. The scope of
alternatives and issues to be addressed
in the draft EIS will be determined, in
part, from written comments submitted
by mail or e-mail, and comments
presented orally or in writing at public
meetings. The preliminary identification

in this notice of reasonable alternatives
and environmental issues is not meant
to be exhaustive or final.

The scoping process will include both
interagency and public scoping. The
public is invited to submit written
comments or e-mail comments on the
scope of this EIS no later than the date
given under the DATES section of this
notice.

TVA conducted a public scoping
meeting near the proposed sites. The
meeting was held at the University of
Tennessee Space Institute main
auditorium near Tullahoma, Tennessee,
on March 8, 2001. At the meeting, TVA
management and project staff presented
overviews of the EIS process and the
proposed power plant project, answered
questions and solicited comments on
the issues that the public would like
addressed in the EIS. These meetings
were publicized through notices in local
newspapers, by TVA press releases, and
in meetings between TVA officials and
local elected officials preceding the
public meetings.

The agencies to be included in the
interagency scoping are U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation, the
Tennessee State Historic Preservation
Officer, the U.S. Air Force and other
federal, state, and local agencies, as
appropriate.

After consideration of the scoping
comments, TVA will further develop
alternatives and environmental issues to
be addressed in the EIS. Following
analysis of the environmental
consequences of each alternative, TVA
will prepare a draft EIS for public
review and comment. Notice of
availability of the draft EIS will be
published by the Environmental
Protection Agency in the Federal
Register. TVA will solicit written
comments on the draft EIS, and
information about possible public
meetings to comment on the draft EIS
will be announced. TVA expects to
release a draft EIS by June 2001 and a
final EIS by September 2001.

Dated: March 8, 2001.

Kathryn J. Jackson,
Executive Vice President, River System
Operations & Environment.
[FR Doc. 01–6333 Filed 3–13–01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 8120–08–U

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Notice of Meeting of the Industry
Sector Advisory Committee on
Services (ISAC–13)

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice of Meeting.

SUMMARY: The Industry Sector Advisory
Committee on Services (ISAC–13) will
hold a meeting on March 20, 2001, from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The meeting
will be opened to the public from 9:00
a.m. to 9:45 a.m. and closed to the
public from 9:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
DATES: The meeting is scheduled for
March 19, 2001, unless otherwise
notified.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Department of Commerce,
Conference Room 6057, located at 14th
Street between Pennsylvania and
Constitution Avenues, NW.,
Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Holderman, (202) 482–4792,
Department of Commerce, 14th Street
and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (principal
contact), or myself on (202) 395–6120.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: During the
opened portion of the meeting the
following topics will be covered:

• Services Statistics;
• Overview of WTO General

Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)
Negotiations

Christina Sevilla,
Acting Assistant United States Trade
Representative for Intergovernmental Affairs
and Public Liaison.
[FR Doc. 01–6348 Filed 3–13–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary

Notice of Applications for Certificates
of Public Convenience and Necessity
and Foreign Air Carrier Permits Filed
Under Subpart Q during the Week
Ending March 2, 2001

The following Applications for
Certificates of Public Convenience and
Necessity and Foreign Air Carrier
Permits were filed under subpart Q of
the Department of Transportation’s
Procedural Regulations (See 14 CFR
302.1701 et. seq.). The due date for
Answers, Conforming Applications, or
Motions to Modify Scope are set forth
below for each application. Following

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 16:27 Mar 13, 2001 Jkt 194001 PO 00000 Frm 00104 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\14MRN1.SGM pfrm08 PsN: 14MRN1


